Chicago Architecture Center and Chicago Architectural Club Announce
Competition Calling for New, Creative Visions for State of lllinois “Thompson Center” Designed by
Helmut Jahn and Now For Sale by State of lllinois
Competition seeks to give State of lllinois Center new life while preserving its architecture and public
character; winning design to be announced early August
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CHICAGO — The Chicago Architecture Center (CAC) and the Chicago Architectural Club have announced an
architectural design competition calling for new, creative visions for the State of lllinois “Thompson” Center designed
by Helmut Jahn, built in 1984 and put up for sale in May 2021 by the State of lllinois. The competition seeks to give
the building new life through restorative architecture while preserving its architecture and public character. The
competition is open to anyone with a vision for the building including students, architects, designers, planners and
artists. Competition registration, available through the Chicago Architecture Club website, closes on July 2 and
competition submissions are due July 19. The winning design will be announced in August.

"The Thompson Center, the focus of the 2021 Chicago Prize Competition, is a poignant subject to reimagine as this
iconic structure and site faces a doubtful future and as we speculate on the "post-pandemic” contemporary city," said
Elva Rubio, Chicago Architecture Club co-president. "The Chicago Architectural Club is pleased to partner with the
Chicago Architecture Center to support this initiative on behalf of Chicago and the global design community."

The sale and possible demolition of the Thompson Center has been controversial among architecture and design
professionals in Chicago and around the world leading to the creation of The James R. Thompson Historical Society
that gave public tours of the building. Despite the toll caused by lack of maintenance, Helmut Jahn's design of the
Thompson Center is prized by the design world as a unique example of post-modern architectural design in a civic
building meant to draw citizens into the daily workings of government.

From the competition brief:

“The Thompson Center’s design was progressive for its time. Dwelling in the vertical shadows of modern icons like
Mies van der Rohe’s Daley Center, Helmut Jahn’s mid-rise Thompson Center pierced the trends of neighboring
International Style and Neoclassical buildings with a revolutionary concept for a civic building, one that represents a
promising future of ‘transparency and accessibility’.

“Bringing together the various services of government offices in one building, the Thompson Center is also a major
transit hub and a place for gathering to enjoy art, shop, and dine. Jahn brings open space indoors with the
remarkable glazed 17-story grand atrium. Known as a “people’s center” or a “people’s palace”, the building was a
symbol of government accessibility, transparency, and commitment to serving the people. This was a bold departure
from how government buildings used to interface with the public.”

The jury to select the winning design submission will be announced later in June.

Legacy of Helmut Jahn - January 4, 1940 - May 8, 2021

Helmut Jahn, FAIA, has earned a reputation on the cutting edge of progressive architecture. His buildings have had a “staggering” influence on
architecture according to John Zukowsky, former Associate Curator of Architecture at the Art Institute of Chicago. Jahn’s buildings have received
numerous design awards and have been represented in architectural exhibitions around the world.



Born in Germany, Jahn graduated from the Technische Hochschule in Munich. He came to the United States for graduate studies in
architecture at the lllinois Institute of Technology. After attending IIT, he worked at C. F. Murphy Associates as a Project Architect under Gene
Summers, designing the new McCormick Place. In 1976, his first major high-rise building in Chicago, Xerox Centre, received great critical acclaim.

Jahn has been called Chicago’s premier architect who has dramatically changed the face of Chicago. His national and international
reputation has led to commissions across the United States, Europe, Africa, and Asia. His projects have been recognized globally for design
innovation, vitality, and integrity. Featured in numerous publications, his work has generated much excitement amongst the press and general public
alike.

Jahn’s work has been included in exhibits worldwide since 1980. He has taught at the University of lllinois at Chicago, was the Elliot
Noyes Professor of Architectural Design at Harvard University and the Davenport Visiting Professor of Architectural Design at Yale University, and
Thesis Professor at IIT.

About the State of Illinois “James R. Thompson Center”

Designed by Helmut Jahn, the State of lllinois Center, also known as James R. Thompson Center, is facing the threat of complete demolition.
Located in the Chicago “Loop” it is a major transportation node, commercial center, and workspace. The building has been criticized for being
ugly, oversized, inefficient, and poorly maintained. However, the Thompson Center has been pivotal to urban transit and a highly democratic
contemporary civic center. At the time of its construction in 1985, Helmut Jahn's State of Illinois Center was a stark contrast to Chicago’s historic and
modernist architecture, yet today it is an architectural icon in its own right. For the fourth year in a row, the Thompson Center has been listed in the
Landmarks lllinois’ annual Most Endangered Historic Places in lllinois and it was included in Preservation Chicago’s Chicago 7 Most Endangered list
in 2018, 2019, and 2020.

About the Chicago Architecture Center
The Chicago Architecture Center (CAC) is a nonprofit organization founded in 1966, dedicated to inspiring people to discover why design
matters. A national leader in architecture and design education, the CAC offers tours, programs, exhibitions, and more that are part of a
dynamic journey of lifelong learning.

Opened to the public in 2018, its riverfront location is in the heart of the city, where Michigan Avenue meets the Chicago River,
featuring nearly 10,000 square feet of exhibition space with views of a century of iconic skyscrapers.
Through partnerships with schools and youth-serving organizations, the CAC reaches approximately 30,000 K-12 students annually, while
teacher workshops provide educators with tools and resources they need to advance STEM curricula in their classrooms. Committed to serving
under-represented communities in construction, engineering, and design professions, the CAC offers many of its education programs—and all
of its programs for teens—at no cost to participants. CAC programs for adults and members include talks with acclaimed authors and practicing
architects, in-depth presentations on issues and trends in urbanism, and classes unlocking subjects related to the built environment

Proceeds from programs, tours, and the CAC Design Store, as well as from grants, sponsorships, and donations, support its
educational mission. Visit architecture.org to learn more and follow @chiarchitecture and #chiarchitecture on social media.

About the Chicago Architectural Club
The Chicago Architectural Club provides an open forum, an infrastructural framework and support platform for architects, artists and writers to
discuss, challenge and enrich a dialogue among practitioners and scholars.

The Chicago Architectural Club organizes and hosts annually recurring international architecture competitions, lectures and exhibitions
that foster debates within contemporary theory and criticism in art and architecture in order to promote a younger generation of architects and
designers. Through our publications, outreach and collaboration we seek to engage the city of Chicago, its public and the larger audience of artist,
architects and designers throughout the world.



